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became notorious for the prominence in its governments of
dug-out generals, admirals and higher-grade fG?ictionnaires, and
for the remarkable loyalty to it of the highest colonial admini-
strators such as Admiral Decoux in Indo-China, Admirals
Xogues and Esteva in North Africa, and M. Pierre Boisson in
West Africa. It represented the more traditional and royalist
authoritarian movements., and from the first the Action
fran^aise^ led by Charles Maurras, welcomed the rule of
Marshal Petain and created a cult and a mystique surrounding
him. This earned for Vichy the nick-name of fcthe revenge of the
anti-Dreyfusards\ It represented the forces of defeatism, and
men like Paul Baudouin and Laval took a large part in its
early phases. It also represented men who, like General
Weygand, regarded an armistice as inevitable but as something
quite different from a peace treaty. It was an attitude shared by
General Giraud later, and was probably essentially the view of
Petain himself: Germany remained the enemy, and France
remained in a state of war with Germany, and the armistice
must be used to conserve and develop France's resources against
the day when she might be able to hit back. This attitude,
resting on slender hopes in 1940, grew as the progress of the
war transformed the whole situation. The regime of Vichy was
set up in the curious interlude between Dunkirk and the Battle
of Britain, when most expert military and political opinion in
France—and not only in France—believed that the war was
nearly over, that Germany had won the war, and was about to
establish the Nazi 'New Order5 in Europe. France must, for
the time at least, bring herself into line as a partner in this 'New
Order' if she was to survive. But as soon as the Battle of Britain
made it clear that the war was not ended, but was likely to go
on for a long time with increasing disadvantage to Germany,
the policy of Vichy shifted more and more towards a persistent
attentisme.
Vichy did not represent, at least until January 1944, the
forces of pro-Germanism. The enthusiastic collaborationists
gathered not at Vichy but in Paris, and men like Marcel Deat,
Jacques Dorict3 and Philippe Henriot kept up from Paris an
increasing fire of criticism and bitter hostility against the

